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Maude Furtado was just 18 when she fired her first explosive -- 
from the fireworks barge in English Bay. "It was my birthday 
and my father said, 'It's too dangerous. I only have one 
daughter,'" recalls the scion of Frank Furtado, producer of every 
English Bay fireworks show since the first in 1990. 
 
Eventually, she got her way by pointing out that her father only 
had one son and he got to light up the skies at 18. "My hand was 
shaking so much that I had to press the button down with both 
hands," she says of her first blast. "The adrenaline rush was 
huge." 
 
Furtado, now 29, worked as a pyrotechnician for five years 
before entering the production side of the family business. Last 
year, she became head producer of Vancouver's HSBC 
Celebration of Light -- at nine months pregnant. 
 
"It's a big headache dealing with fireworks," says Furtado, who 
works on the Vancouver event year-round from her Montreal 
home base. "The United Nations regulates all fireworks, and 
they're considered dynamite, so 4,500 explosives have to be 
shipped by boat from China or Europe to Montreal, then trucked 
to Vancouver. It's a giant puzzle and all sorts of things can go 
wrong." 
 
Furtado must navigate through each team country's port 
regulations, deal with ship captains who refuse cargo en route 
and make sure every single explosive gets on site. She must also 
liaise with event sponsors and city officials, and juggle tons of 
licences and permits involved in the annual $3-million party for 



1.5 million guests. That she has earned the nickname 
"firecracker" is no wonder, given her genes. 
 
Her father, a Montreal event producer, developed the concept of 
a pyro-musical event in 1985 after he was hired to stretch out 
that city's La Ronde exhibition season. The first Montreal show 
was a smash hit, spawning Symphony of Fire events in Toronto, 
Ottawa and Vancouver. 
 
The eighties were boom times for fireworks, but finding sponsors 
has become challenging because of bans on tobacco-sponsored 
events. Nevertheless, the Furtado family has kept the pyro-
party going in Vancouver, Quebec and around the globe, so 
hundreds of emerging designers, summer staff and pyro-
groupies can pursue their love of the explosive art form. 
 
"This is definitely a family business," Furtado says of the teams 
that visit Vancouver yearly to display their noisy sky paintings. 
"We are all very energetic and passionate, and we know each 
other very well," she adds. "We'll do whatever is possible to 
surprise the crowds." 
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